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International Conference of Parliamentarians on
Population and Ageing: Towards a New Paradigm for
Healthy Ageing and Vibrant Economy

Tokyo, Jlapan, November 18-20, 2013

The Internaticnal Conference of Parliamentarizns on Population and Ageing: Toward @ Mew Paradigm for a Healthy and Yibrant
Econarmy was argamized by the United Mabions Populabion Fend (UNFR&) and the Asian Population Development Association
(APDA) from Movember 15 to 20, 2013, It waz attended by representatives of leading international organicalions, prominent
Japanese authorities and infleential resource persons from different countries and pariamentarians reprezenting 31 countrias
from almost 3ll the continents, including Europe. They exchanged paints of yiew onageing and rolast societies, South America,
the sub-cantinent that does nat escape Trom ageing, alsa made s prosence.

The Indian defsgation l=d by D Bhalchandra Muopgekar, MP: Do Alka Balmm
Kahatriya, MP; ancd Mr Manmohan Sharma, Executive Secretary, IAPPD, sttended
the conferance.

Thee three-day conference was followed by a study-visit to Edogawa City located
in the Tokya metropolitan zrea. Parliamanizrians had the chance o be frsi-hana
o witnesses of how the most rapid ageing country tackies this specitic population
_l_. transition. There were many tzkeaways for the garbicipants including a performancs
of a tradiftonal lapansse dance together with senior citizens, “How the zged are keer
i ! on learning,” stabed by one of the padiamentarian, which conrects to the leaming

Dr, Bhalckandra Mungekar, WBE; angd  Programmes such as dabcing, Chivese languags rong others for the elderly in one
or. Alka Balrarm Kshatriya, MP, during the of the center visited, "Resiliency and commitmeant of the aelderhy” commented by

conferenoe, ancther pardiamentarian”

in the “The MNext 25 Years” dedaration it was stated “the world has the biggest genaeration of voung people it has evar seen®,
Thers were two cverall wake-up calls far the parliamentarians. One, we might be saying "the warld bas the biggest generation of
clderly it has ever seen®, Dwe do nat take appropriate astions 1o fing the balanoe. Secondly, being a senior citizen isnot 2 sentence
for a sedentary lite, but & gateway to a new adventurcus stage in life if countries commit, and most imoortantly, mplement
sound podicles ta create the supparbng envlimnmeant sich as adeguate Infrastructure and perlinent trsiring programmes for our
elderly,

Dr, Alka Balram Kshatriva, MP Chaired o discussion during the session oy “Global Corporations: Roles and Strategies for Agsing’,
on Movermber 1%, 2013 and Dr Bhslchandra Mungskar, M addressed the pariamentarians during the closing ceremony an
Mavernber 70, 2013, Participants also wilnessed that even simple measures, such as setbng one more tench in 2 perk, can be a
cost-affective step for making the elderly commute outside their homes and have a mare active [ifs,

I' -_—

Graup pholo of the participarts.
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Visit of a Delegation of MPs from Timor-Leste (Island) to
IAFFD

September 7, 2013

ler members of the Womearn's Parfiarmertary Cavcus of Timor-Leste {GMPTL] znd the
Gendar and Legal Advisor embarked on a study trip te India in September, 2013, The
delegation was headed by the Vice President of GMPTL, Hon. Albina Marcal Freitas, MP.
Theyvisited thres different regions in India ta gather information on the implementation
otlaws and policies on gender based viclence: Thay also metwith different Interlocutors
Including the Indiar Bssociation of Parliomentarians on Population and Development
{UAPPDY, LUNFEA, UNGE UN Wormen, key lawyers working on gender-based viclence
especially domestic vialence and sexual violence, and top academics on Lthe subject
and various NGOs working on gender bazed viclence, The states visited included Mew
Delhi, Pune and Mursbai,

While welcoming the delegation members at the [AFPD on September 7, 2013, Mr.
Manmohan Sharma, Executive Secretary, expressed happiness on thelr visit b india
and to IAPPD as well. Mr. Sharma brieted the delegation members about the main
goals and objectives of 33 vears old IAFPD and its advocacy effarts during this period
Lo mckilize, sensitize and invoelve the elecied representatives {ERz) trom the Parlizment

to the villages in the area of health, population stabilization and ather development heamnhars of the delegation ouring
5EUEs. discussian at &8PPI,

& brief presentation aboul the I1APPD activities was made both by Mr. Sharma and Prof, PP Talwar, Member of Technical
Advizary Committes of IAPPD, The delegation asked soveral guestions, particularly on totzl fertility rate, infant martality
rate, matermnal mortality rate and family planning measures i india, e Sharma and Dr Talwar apprised the defegation
membersabout TFR position in India stating that in some of the States like Kerala, Tamil Madu, Andhra Pradesh and Purjzb
the TFR is fess than two per family. However in some of the States like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
and toghalaya (Lis stll more than three, which is higherthan the target 2.1 by 2015, The delegation members werne happy
te krow the satisfoctory resullof India bul expressed concern about their own country where the TFR is mors thar sle, The
study wisit was hailed a total success by the delegation.

Theplethora ofinformation thatwasavailzble and the different sources of analyvsis provided te the delegation ensured that the
wvisit was d very eood learning process
far the MPs The MPs were able to
interact with their intedocutors and
it was both interesting and impartant
to visit three different citizs, which |
demanstrated different approaches
L the same problem. Furthermore
the timing of the isit was very 0
apparture, as the Deihi Rape Case
which has had an enormaus impact
o the way that wiolence against
womean s wiewed In Indla  was
decidad during the time of the wisit,
Given the cuslity and diversity of §
the interlocutors, the delegation was
ghle ta bring a lot of Information
back and drow many fessons learnod
and  recommendations. for the
implementation of the MAP an GRY ©
in Tirnaor-Leste,

Mambers of the detepaticn along with UAPFD Team.
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Visit of a Delegation of MFs from Timor-Leste (Island) to
IAFPFD

September 7, 2013

Ten members of the Waomen's Parliamentary Caoucus of Timor-Leste (GMPTL) and the
Gender and Legal Advisor embarked on & study Urip Lo India in Septermnber, 2013, The
deiegation was headed by the Vice Presicdent of GRMETL, Harn, &lkina Marcal Freitas, MP
Theyvisited three different regions in Indiz to gzther information on the im plementaticon
of laws and policies on gender based violence. They also met with different interlocutars
including the Indizn Assoclation of Parliarmentarians on Population and Development
UAPPD), UNFRA, UMNDFE, UN Women, key lawvers working on pender-based violence
especally domestic violence and sexual winlence, and top academics on the subject
and various NGOs working on gender based vinlence. The states visited inciuded Mew
Dielhi, Pune and Mumbai,

While welcoming the delegaticn members at the [APPD on Seplember 7, 2013, Mr
Manmehan Sharma, Executive Secretary, expressed happiness on their visit to India
and b [APPD gz well. Mr Sharma briefed the dealegation members about the main
poals 2nd objectives of 33 vears old [APPD and its advocacy efforts during this period §
to mahilize, sensitize and invalve the elected representatives (ERs} from the Parliament

to the villages in the area of health, pooulation stabilization and other development tembers of the delagation during
issLEs, discussian at LAPED,

& orief presentation about the IAPPD activitics was made both by Mr. Sharma znd Prof. PP Talwar, Member of Technics
Advirory Committes of IAPPD. The delegation asked several questions, particularly on total fertility rate, infant mortality
rabe, maternal mortality rate and family planning measures in India, M Sharma and D Talwar apprised the delegatian
muembers aboul TFR position in India stating that in some of the States like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradoesh and Punjab
the TER is less than two per family. However in some of the States like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
and Peghalayait is stll more than three, which is higher than the target 2.1 by 2015, The delegation members were happy
te know the satisfactory result of India but expressed concern about their own country wheare the TFR is mare than six, The
study visit was hailed a total success by the delegation,

Theplethora of information that was available and the different sources of analysis provided ta the delegation ensured that the
wisit wias avery good learning process
fior the MPs. The MPs were able Lo
interact with their interlacutars and
it waz both interesting and important
b wisit three different cities, which
demonstrated different approzches
B the same problem, Furthermore
the fiming of the wisit was wery
oppartunes, as the Delhi Rape Case
which fas had an enormous impact
o the way that violence against
women s wiewed 0 India was
dacided during the Bme of the wisit.
Given the gquality and diversity of
the interlocutors, the delegation was
ahle 1o bring a lot of information
back and draw many l2ssons learned
and  recommencdations  for  the
implermentztion af the NAP on GBY
iy Tirmor-Leste,

WMembers of the delesgdon alang @ith 1APPD Team:.

July-Uzember, 2015 - d



South East Asia Sub-Regional Parliamentarians Meeting on
Trafficking and Meeting of the Standing Commiittee of Male
Parliamentarians on Prevention of Violence Against Women and
Girls

October 17-19, 2013, Manila, Philippines

Asia-Pacific MPs meeting In Manila agresd Lo call upon all Parliarsents In the region te end human trafficking, a5 3 new
repork estirates T2 per cent of the estimated 30 milllon people trafficked inthe world are found In Asla and the Pacific,

Gathered  In Maonlla at the ‘South-East  Asia Sub-Regional
Farllamentasians” Meeting on Trafficking and Prevention of Violence
Againsl Waomen® on Dctober 17-19, 20743, MPs stressed the need for
aceurate data on trafficking and vielence against wamen in arder to
bring targeted solutions, Do Ram Prakash, MP and Shri Manmahan
Sharma, Executive Secretary, LAPPD, attended the meeTing.

The Global Slavery Index 2013 released by the Walk Free Foundation $
(VWFF) calls slavery, which includes siavery itself, forced labour or &4
human trafficking, and practices such 25 debt bondage, forced © A
marrlage and explofation of wamen and children, a5 "hidden crimes’, —
"I s very alarming ta nate that six among the top ten countries with
thex highest number of enslaved are fram our region. We urgently
reed ta work with zovernments and parliamentzrians to address
this tssue” said Raman San Pascual, Exgcutive Director of the Asizn  ifromiefil M Manmohan Sharma, O Rém Prakash, WF

+ = i B Yasao Fukoda, FPrirms Minister, zapan, ard Brof el
T rliamentarians on Populaton and Development AFFRD). L Ay
Forum of Parliame Fianaan p P e I: I Takern:, ME lapan and Chairman, 5203

Soulth-East Asla has beer one aof the warld's best-known hobs far human trafficking. The so-called feminizaticn of migration
has alsa transformed the landscape of human trafficking inthe region well beyon:d the commercial sex industry, With the
increasing number of young gids and women in the region who have become the victims of human trafficking, concerted
interventicns af the policy and political levels are nesded in order ta tackle trafficking for the purposes of both commercial
seu and labor exploitation in the sub-region. The eliminatiaon of discrimination against women is not anby 3 human rights
priarily bt also key to putting o end to trafficking. AFPPD, with support from Australian AID strives to end modem day
slavery through torgeted policies and legislation, & policy brief on human trafficking in South-East Asiz was launched
by AFPPD 2 provide parliamentarians with country-specific policy recommendations. "We need these evidence-based
actions to bring change when a huge number of peapls in our region suffer fram human trafficking,” szid Senator Claire
Moase, Vice Chair of AFPPD,

e population dynamics Ingrease cross-border movements, governments. must be more vigilant Io ensure every
individual's hurman rights and welfare are protected within and outside of their own country”™ 8MPs adopted a Statement of
cammitment t take policy Initatives 1o end human trafficking parficularly in women and children and foster internatianal
cooperation to protect migrant workers, They will 2lso provide assistance and necessary senvices to victinns of trafficking in
cooperaticn with nongavernmental and civil society organizations.

Standing Commitiee of Male Parliamentarians Meet to End Violence Against Women and Girls: Members of the AFFPD
Standing Committes of Male Parliamentarians en Prevention of Violenoe Against Wamen and Girls also met on Gctober
18, 2034, They discussed keyv concerns on violence against women and girls in their respective country, actions undertaken
to end VAWEG and priority areas to be addressed, The Standing Committze zlzo invited Cambaodia to Chair the next two-
year term. My Ramon %an Pascual, Executive Director of AFPPD spoke on behalt of the AFPPD Sacratary General and
proposed to promote collaboration between countries in the Mekang sub-region on the issue of trafficking. As part of
public awareness ralzing tampaign, AFPPD secretariat suggested that the MPs who are part ot standing commitkees or
stand-alone committess 1o suggest inquiries, research or reports into violence sgainst womer. The Commitlee adopted
the Statemant of Commitmeant on Trafficking and suggested action points to achisve its mandates.
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Infant mortality down by 30%
in past decade

Zpiling 4 blistering pace; Tamiil Madu has halved its infant mortzlity rate (IMR) In the past decade while 2 bunch of other
states — Maharashtra, Punjab, Karnataks — have shown significant decreases of around 40%. The averall IMR far the
country has gone down by a third. This emerges from the fatest vitsl statistics data for 2012 collected under the Sample
Registration Scheme by the Census affice.

The infant mortzlity mte is.a count of deaths of infants under one year of age per 1000 live births in one year 1L is considered
2 key indicator of health services, nutritional levels, poverty and educational level of the people, Reduction of IMR iz ane
of the millenium development goals set by tha UN with a deadiine of 2015,

Mhe wide gap hetween raral and urban areas in infant
death rates cortinues in India but s declining . Rural MR KERALA BEST, RAJASTHAN WORST

I 2012 was 46 infant deaths per 1000 live births while the | India: 42 IMR {2012}, -30% Change since 2003
urban rate was 28, In fact, the rural IMR declined by 30% | TOP 5 MAIOR STATES BY IMR | BOTTOM 5 MAJOR STATES

compared 1o the urban decline of 28% since 2003, BY IMR
State Change | 5tate Change
Bul drilling down Lo the states, a varied story emerges, since slries
one that shows clear links to the way public health is 2003 2003
being '.cackle:l by E‘t_ETE g-:'.rernments..Tamil Madu, with s | karais 17 ooy, Rajasthan | 49 350
E:{tensme.a.nd relatively better rum primary health services Famil Nadu 121 1% | Odisha 53 365
and nutriion programmes has clearly emerged as 3 e i T g =
frantrunner in the reduction of infant mortality, = : 7 il
Makarashira | 25 A0% Assam 55 -18%
Two tiny states, Manipur in the north-east and Goa on the | Punjab 28 -43% | MP 5 12%

west coast noaw lead the country with &n IMA of just 10, | Sowrca: SES Bulledns 2023 & 2005, 000G
surging past Kerala at 12, These IMRs are comparable to
rich-country standards. In Kerala, in the past 10 years, IMR has marnginally worsened, increasing by 8%.

Madhya Pradesh with an MR of 55 in 2012 s 3t the bottomn of the table amaong major states, with the worst rural MR ot
Glin the country, Its urban IME |5 37, Although Qdisha and Rajasthan figure among the bottom five states in terms of IR,
both have shown a high rate of decline — about 35% — in the past decade. Like Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, they too carry
the legacy of past neglect.

Karnataka |5 the anly big-population state where urban IMR
has worsened, increasing by 4% despite a 40% decling in
rural areas. In Andhra Pradesh and Assam, there has boen
onby & small decline in urban IMEs, Other states where
urban IMRs are warsening are Arunachal Pradesh, Magaland
and Littarakhand, The lack of a coherent national policy on
drbar health Tor a long Gmieis a direct cause of this, evan &5
urbanization is increasing all-round.

Inithe morth-east, Mizoram Has seen 2 dramatic vise in Infant

mortality over the past decade. Its IMR has increased from
an excelient 16 n 2003 to 35 in 2012, Altbough one of the
few states in the region untroubled by separatist hloodshed,
itz staprating amplovrnent levels and poverty seem e be
reflected in health indicators,

Spurcer Suhedah Varmg, THN, Cetaber 22, 2003
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| UNFFA India-Bhutan Representative meets
AFFPPFPD Vice Chair Prof. F.J. Kurien

luly 235, 2013

Mz, Frederika Meijer, UNFPA Representative in India cafled by §
Hen, Prof. PJ. Kurien, Depuly Chalrman of Rajva Sabha and
Acting Chairman of AFPPD at hiz office and discussed issues
canceming populztion and developmaent in the Indian conbext.
In the mesting arranged through 1APPD, Ms, Meijer siressed
the importance of sexuality education of the youth in India and
of enhancing the awareness about the need for population B8
stabilization by adopting family planning measures, Both
Hon., Prof. P, Kurien and Ms, Mefjer stressed the impartance 8
af using the inlermel in providing comprehensive sewuality
education. Ms. Meljer alse bighlightsd the importance of

!

N R

proper cooperation and coordination between agencies @8 \
like UNFPA and the Parliamentary Institutions particularly tfrom left): Prof. PJ. Kurien, Ms. Frederika Meijer and
the Parliamentary Committees and Forums, among others ML Manmohar Sharma.

on population-relsted issdes. Prof Kusen observed that

for these agencies Lo be effective, It s imperative te function in coordination with the Ministries af Human Resource
Development, Health and Family Welfare and Waomen and Child Development, the nodal Ministries handling population-
related issues. He has offered full support of his office in facilitating such coordinated effarts, both in his capacity as the
Deputy Chairman, Rajya %abha, Acting Chairman of the AFPPD and Chairman of [APPD. In this regard, he has desired
that tha Executive Secrétary of 1APPD, Shri Manmaohan Sharma, who was alsa present at the meeting, to explore further
avenues of cooperation betwean UNFPA and [APPO/AFPPD.

INDIA: Head of WHO Reproductive Health Research Mecis
Indian Parliamentary Network

COciober 28, 2013

Representatives of the 1APPD were delighted to meet with Dr. Mareen Temmermann, Director of Reproductive Health
and Rescarch, WHD, and her colleagus Dr Martin Webar, on their recent trip to Indiz.

i their evening meeting they met with 1APPD Technical Advisory Committee Members Prof. B P Talwar and Prof. ) 3.
Yadaw, as well 25 3hel Manmeohan Sharma, the Executive Secretary of IAPPD, They discussed a wide range of Issues relating
to the ICPD Programme of Action. IAPPD representatives were delighted with the outcome of the meeting and have
expressad their sincere hope to collaborate in the fulure
and to kzke the agenda further

The IAFFD Newsletter
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Ianmahan Shurrna
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pdvocacy is the key Job of Electsd
Representatives (ERs| and to galn learning
an the knowledge of the advocacy
i communication is one afthe mast desired
| aspect for the ERs to be fotused In the
workshops. &dvacacy on the populatian
stabilization ralsted issues is a challenging
|at, more so in the developing cautries,
where = goad proportion of populatdon is still illieer ate.
Different  adwocacy  campaignsfcommunicalions &g,
therefore, needed for different populaticns. Curing the
past few years, social media has gaired a wide popularity
throughout the globe. There are saveral henefits of social
media which mainstream media does not provide, as
comemunication through the internet and mohile phones
affers direct and immediate SCcess toan anay of services,
service prowlders and other resources. Hawving undersieod
rhe henefits of the socizl media, it needs to be noted that the
scope of social media for advocacy communication for the
masses in developing countries is still a distant goal. More
than sixty per cent of the poputation in developing wiarld is
still living in the rurzl areas where the pen erration of means
af sacial media i.e. mabile, internet and computer is very
limited. Thersfore, the role of social media in developing
countries is stll largely restricted tourban areas.

The Importance of social media can’t be ignored today as
it has been established beyond doubt that it is a redium
e promote ane-self professicnally, network, make like-
minded professional groups and alse stay updated on
the zoings on in one's work Interest. When sogial media
plays a leading role in business development, student’s
studies, informal educaticn through (nfarmal leaming anl
cammunication, thar why not In issues such 25 population,
etc.

Strategic Use of Social Media: There isa nesd o Fully and
rigarously understand the aydiences, including contextual
factors (polidical, cultural, econamic, gender, elg.) that
determine the healthfquality-of-life choices peapte make.
This ic mare seen In case of younger populations, wherain
the impact af substantive information given/shared on
sacial-media largely impacts their achions.

To b effective, strategic communicators must understand
attitudes and cultures, respect the [mportanoc of ideas,
adopt available advanced information echnologies and
employ sophisticated (these are atso accessible and
affordable) communication skiils and strategies. To be

persuasive, they must be credible. There are fwo distinct
strategies that are inherent in he social-media use for
campalgning/political advocacy, e

{a) using elected |eaders’ messagaesstatements @5 3
cammunication-package while using netizens anc
young people as an audience; and

{b] targeting elocted leaders as a defined audience reachad
by social media.

The available research shows that the strategy "Targeting
plected leaders as a defined audience  reached by secial
media?, as given above, has nat yielded results due to very
poar use of computersfinternst and social-media sites
by mast of the slected |eaders in the Asian and African
countrles. Recent findings in India, as were released by the
Ministry of Telecommunication 2 Infermation Technolagy,
(Digital Empowerment Faumdation] revealed:

1. MPs, MLAs 3nd Panchayats [PRIs] have largely keptaway
from amy kind of online engagement with the people of
their constituencies;

2, Only BO out of 545 [14%] Lok Sabha (Lower House]
members are anline;

3, Only 15 states have their MPs online and anather 15
states have noane;

4 I the entire nerth-sastern region, conststing of eight
states, only one parliamentarian is online, Lo Mis. Agatha .
Sangma from Meghalaya; and

5 Thecurrent Lok Sabha has the highest number of wamen
MPs aver at 59, 14 more tham the |25t House but only six
women MPs are online.

It is, theretore, very strateglc 1o ascediain that the ensuing
Campaign an [CPD+20 & Post-2015 Apenda, engapes wiil-
krown elected leaders with the social-media. However the
targeted audiences’ shall remain only net-achve young
people and urban netizens. Hepce, assurming political
leaders az an audience for social-media may nol necessarily
vield the desired results through the planned campalgn,

hanmahan Sharma

Fracutive Secretary, [APPD

(Excerpre af the specoh drtfvered by (" Mormphan Sharea, Bernukive

Sepretnry, MPPD, duving AFPPD CommuaicoRons Warkshap on ICPD

Bepnnd 2004/Pese 2015 Agenaa, Teaopioy Philopinss, on by 1517,
2523)
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AFFFD Communication Workshop on ICPD
Beyond 2014/FPost 2015

« Tagavtay, Philippines, July.16-17, 20132

I the last 30 years, communication bas played a vital rode in raising
parllamertarians’ awarensss and knowledge and motivating them
to address population and development [ssues to achieve the
international Conference on Population and Development {ICPD) B8
agenda and the Millennlum Development Goals, Tha 2012 AFFPD
Institutional Review Repart revealed thal the parliamentarians
recagnize AFPRD for being a source of knowledpge and information
0N Wariakls issues,

Kegping this in wiew, the Asian Forum of Pardlamentarians on St
Population and  Development [AFFPD) in partnership with the
Philippine Legislators’ Committes on Populaticn and Development
fPLCPDY and support from UNFRA and Japan Trust Fund organized
the AFPPD Communication Warkshop on ICPD Bevond 2014/ Post-2015 Azenda in Tagaytay, Phifippines, on July 16-17,
013

& Fesslan N progiess,

The aim of this workshop was o improve the capacitios of Mational Cormmiltaes of AFPPD in advacacy communicabions
by developing the regianal and natlonal parliamentarians’ campaign plan on ICPD Bevord 2014 and Post-2015 aganda
with specific focus on the vpcoming Asia Pacific Conference on Population and Development in Septembear 2013, Shri
kanmchan Sharma, Executive Secretary, IAPPD, attanded the workshop,

White addressing the participants, dMr, Manmaban Sharma zaid that advocacoy, for all of
s, s our key job and tegain lzarming on the knewledze of the advocacy communizatian
Iz one of the most desived aspect for us to be focused in this workshop., Advocacoy an
the population stabilization related issues is 2 challenging job and it is mare challenging
in the developing tountries where 8 good proportion of population is stll illiterate,
Different advocacy campaizns/communications are needed far different oopulations, He
also highlighted the importance of sacial media, which cannot be ignared in Uhe present

M Manmonan Sharma  addnessing
Lhe participants, scenario,

Eroup phota of tha parto pants.

Ity Becembor, 2053




ICOMP Meeting on ‘South Asia Regional Consultation of
Parliamentarians and Civil Society Leaders Towards ICPD
Beyond 2014 Frocess’

Kathmandu, Mepal, Augusk26-27, 2013

The two-day ‘South Asia Regional Consultation of
Parllamentarians and Civil Soclety Leaders Towards [CPD
Beyond 2014 Process” was organized during August
26-27, 2013, in Kathmandu, Nepal, by the ICOMP
A |International Councll on Management of Populatian
B Prograrnimics). The consultation was supported by David
and Lucile Packard Foundatian and in clase collaboration
with the COPS, Nepal (Central Repartment of Popuiation
Bl Studies).

The meeting was attended by political jeaders from
the SAMRC member countries, represented by senior

ministers, MPs and Members of Legislative Azremblies,
together with key civil society bodies who had gathered in Kathmandu for the bwo days regional consultation in refiecting
on and taking stock of repraductive health and family planning issues 0 the ragion, especiaily as these issues evelved in
the last terehty years after the Programme of Action of ICPD was adopled in 19%4 in Cairo. The Indian delegalion ied by
Dr, lagannath Manda, MP, Wice-Chairman of 1APPL; Mrs. viplove Thakur, former MP and Vice-Chairpersan of LAFPL; Mr.
Rajesh Dharmanl, Legislator, Chief Parliamentary Secretary, Himachal Pradesh Government: and Mr. Manmahan Sharma,
Evecutive Secrelary, IAPPD, represented the country in the meeting,

N

[ir. Wasin Zaman addresging the participats,

At the autset of the meeting, Dr, Wasim: Zaman, Executive Mirectar, ICOMP, guestioned the political and civil society
leaders, “why da still have S0 many womern die while giving births; infanks and chiidren Inlarge numbers still die despite
advanees in heatth and medical systems; whiy womers are dizcrimninated and bear the indignities of violonce and abuse;
wihy girl child, in some cases, is cipnply denied birth; and why most young people denied access to basic infarmation and
cprvices e

During the inaugural session, Ministars from Afghanistan, Bangladesh znd Nepal were prosent. Thee concluding pragramme
wias chalred by Ms, Zakia Shabinawaz, Minister of Population, Government of Punjab, Pakistan,

b Ackand r

Group phiote of the participants,
g phiotn o parncipar [BPAD Mewslatter




Atter two days of intense discussions and debates,
the reglonal consultation meeting unaniroLshy
endersed taking forward the ICPD agenda beyond
2014 and called to action. It raises policy issues,
reseurces, services, human resources, voung
people’s sex and reproductive health rights,
sate abortion, gender based violence, gender
equality, male invalvement, emerging challenges,
partnership with clvil society, govermance and
SAARC,

“South Asian countries have a common woice
on  population  issues, We want  coptinued
support from development partners to sustain
e the achievements made in infant and maternal
RS, wiploy Thaker, 8P, addressing the partitinants, rmortality and to fulfill the unique needs of yauth

and adalescent,” said Viplove Thakur, MP and Vice

Chair af IAPPD and former Chair of Women's Commission India. “all Sauth
Asian countries riced to have a common stand for ICDP+2014 and beyond

In his presentation on "Status of Post Cairo Initfatives an Health and
Population Stability in Incla’, Dr Jagannath Manda, MP presentod the
population and reporductive dealth scenario in tha country, issues and
challenges in reproductive health, family planning interventions and kay
achiewements, He further said that almost every day, dozens of mothers die
in South Asia due to complications in child delfvery, Similarty, large numbers 3
of children still die before completing the age of five. There are lssues i
related ta stunting, diarrhea and chitd health in South Asia, Of course, some Or. Jagannath Mands, M
countries In the region made certain progress in meeting some International

Conference on Population and Development {ICPDO) tarpets. However, thoy =till need ta g a long way to sustain the
achlevements made and progress further,

» addreusing the particiasnts,

A STSEION N progress,
July-December, 2013




Development Communicatior
Third Anniversary of

[l=

he Polia Eradicetion Programme In Indiz - a strong partnership between the MOHPW, WHOC, UNICEF, Rotary international,
anil the LS, Centars for Disease Controd, started off in 1995 as the Intensive Pulse Polio Immunization whereln children up to
ihe ageaf 5§ were given additional doses of Oral Polio Vactine PPV irrespective of their then immunization stabus and aimead
to eraclicate polia from India with the use of doses of OFV, Use of communlcation, then, was limited as the entire effort weas
addressed by the public-sectar immunization teams in ad ministering polio drops to children,

Health Communication: Promoting “Products” ar “Healthy Behaviors/Concepts™?

Effective Communication is certainly the only most powerful ‘vaceing’ that prevents communities from varlous dreaded diseases,
including Polio. Mecdiess to emphasize, the use of commurication has been identified as & major factor In possible eradication
of pafic in India. This is mere sc &s it was realized that the planned cormunicstion strategy is instrumental in following and
mplementing sustainable steps to eradicate polio in India, The country has been particularly hailed 25 3 success as it sawinnovative
wse of epidemiological data and appiication of multiple communication channels for the Polio eradication programme. Howewver,
the cammunication for polio eradication has not been strategic, as it mastly promoted pelio vaccine drogs,
whiereas the causal factors that are responsible for spread of Palio virus {Le. low rates of routine immunization,
poor sanitation, lock of clean drinking woter, poor nutition, etc.] were not promotec as behavior-rhangs
cantent/tools. Hence, even naw the knowledge & percoptions of a large number of cornmunities are very T
with regard to recalling any causal factors which lead te polio transmission. Therefore, the current content
of the Polic Communicitian s “pramaotional” in nature that markets the use of polio vacciration, without
Imparting ample knowledges o communities on various causes of palio.

Paiio related communication was reviewed, on o sustained basis at all levels which resulted in building 2
process shout communication interventions and inclusion of communication expertise,. In indid, evidence-
hazed communication strategies, including interpersenal communication and social channals that includes
engaging people's purlicipation through self-reliant efforts, made a marked difference in dellvering effective
health communication ler pelia eradicstion programme. These efforts included participation of community
arganizadons, national, local and state governments, professional crganizations and mediz, 1L s evident
that the mazs-media campaigns and sustained political willpower combined, contributed to eciucing polio
incidences, which led toa stage whers no fresh cases of wild Pollowirus infections are spotted singe Jan 13, 2011
However, while the medical experts/immunization specialists have adjiudged the health communicatian for
pulia eradication as very effective and job well done, mary communication scientists contest the limtations
which the polio-communication has carried alenag with it This is
primarily su a5 the risk-factors leading Lo polia-virus transmission
and that are directly related to hezlith-proctices have not
been incorporated into the communication-content for polio
commumicelion,

Polio cases in India were [dentified among children aged less than two years |75%]
wha lived in mostly poor Muslim and scheduled Hindu communities who lacked
access to Dasle sanitary facilifes, lived in highly dense population arzas with
inadeguate public health systems snd were missad In OPY rounds resulting in fewer
doses, including poor status of rouline immunization. Polio programme fced
another majar challenge; even though most parents wire aware of the need for
polio drogs to protect their children, they did not understand the logic for thaze
repeated rounds of the zame ‘medicine’ [OPV). Misconceptions about OFY and
suspicions about the motive behind this repeatad campaign came Lo the ferefront
which Included CPY caused iliness in childran, it was termed ineffeclive dus to
substandard vaccine, caused infertility in children when they grow up as adults
and mast impartantly it was seen a5 a parl of a plan to curb population growth:
Therefore reaching this critical zroup (Yunderserved population”] in India became
a significant strategy and 3 turning pelel in formulation and implementation of

communication 25 it was understood that Informastion alone was nol sufficient to
= encourage behavior and social change which could l2ad to acceptande of OPY.

|&PPO Myawnirbbay
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'in Polio Eradication: Evolved and Succeeded?

olio-Free, India needs to be more Strategic now!
oak Gupta® and Anusha Agarwal®”

Reaching the Under-5erved

Thils ehallange of reaching the underserved and hard-to-reach population, largely the Mushim community, 2nd theareas that tad

familles at high-rizk of palio-wirus Infection due to poar access to hezlth, sanitation, and other basic services, was nuge, These

groups also included nomads; migratary populaticn groups and those migrants from the high-endemic States wha stay in Sub

Urhan clusters of other State Capllals. Therefore, "Socizl Mobilization” was included in the overall Communication approach for
| Polin Eradicztion and became the cructal support to the programme in India;

The evolving strategy included focus an reaching out to and connecting with the women community &s a whole, The rimary
channels of communication were kept as inter-personal communicaticon [IPC) methods where it laid the importande ol CEand
P its safety and efficacy and the henefits it can give 1o their young children. Public health programme’s female health warkers
(FHWs) were trained and were made ta anchor and lead these efforts by directly communicating with mothers/caregivers and
sometimes even indirectly through support from their male counterparts and religicus leaders.
S |
Multiple Levels and Stratified Health Communication

In the entiee process of evalving a more effective system of communication for poliv cradication, the mass-
moedin campalgns cantinsed to ensure national visibility and general public awareness, 1| included “hrand”
and “hasic message promoton”, especially using sourd bytes from well-known celebsities sech as Amitabh
Buchchan {re: “Do boond zindogi ki*). Mevertheless, interpersonal communication and sockl mabllization
brcame the major riders in piggy-backing the mass-media and thus, beame crucial to reach thils unreached
populasion in India.

s the apparent absence of any trained and dedicated tommunicotion codre’ with the Gevernment to carry
cijeh a momentous task of effective inler-personal communication and socia! mebilization tasks at the fisld
level all across India, especially with a greater focus on endemic and high-risk Stales, o huge social network
wias creatend with the local health staff of districts, Local health authorities coordinaled warking at different
levels such oy district/sub-district/olock and lasthy the villages. Activities included intensive and repeated
interpersonal communication using house-to howse visits and bringing the community and religious leadess
and influencers an a single platform. In supparl af its ‘Underserved Community/Hard-to-reach’ activities, the
Pofio Frogramme pro-actively engaged with the influgntial Muslim institutions. These activitles engaged with
select institutlons in building contidence and credibility of the Polio Eradication Programme amang minarity
populations, thus resulting in an improved coverage of the underserved communitics

Meedless to emphasize, the pelio programme greatly benefitted with the contribution of falk madia in

increasing the awarensss and enhancing stlendance. hass-media campaigns invelving movie and cricket stars

. and impartant regional and national level political figures focused on remaoving the rumors aboul OPY and encouraging the

[ people ta bring children for vaccination, it has been documented that Puppet/theatrs shows, viceo vans and other folk media
activities held in more than 3500 villages in Uttar Pradesh, contribuled to 2 20% increase in booth attendance.

[ Musk-Fallow Lessons for Hoafth Sector: Strategic Communication
for Pollo Eradication ————— ]

i Pl R : : e L SRR O
Synergistic communication activities integrating socizl mobilization, B T :1:“ e .:.,.}

interpersonal commivnication, gender and culturally sensitive L
interventions, mass/falk media and political advocacy have greatiy P e
cantributed o the averall success of the polio programme, which

helped in accessing the unreached and valnerable population groups
In Indiz. The strategic and lnnavetive polic communicalion can
cantribute to other public health prograrmmes and nitistives, Some
select elements, which should be strongly considerad i cementing S s
the strategic health communication include the development of :.—_‘IJJ *"
area-specific and tailor-made communicetion inlerventlons and | B
zelection of approprate communication cha nnt'l's, exlensive use of

S e
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Interpiersonal communication and social mobliization al all levels; pro-active Indusion of sommunity feaders, PRIS, religious
spokespersons, local communication, folk based media and community involvement; sffectively using trained and skiiled plas
effective communication-warkers to reach svary house hold; well-desizned entertainment edutate appraach; primary conlent
MUsT include “benefit-message”; intense grassronts level social mobilization to reach out Lo Che marginalized communiies: and
addressing secial/penderineguitizs in impeoving interpemsonal communication and Increasing access to hard-to-reach grops,

IBerefore, ILis evident that the polio camspaign is 2lso g goed example of the integratian of data driven communication programmes
with the pperstional work. Palicy community aught to base development/healzh communication around empirical findings and,
a5 is evident; the polio programme has shown how 1o use dats in delivering the maost efective pperational resules, Mevertheloss,
it is rlulr_'wurth',' that o far the Palio Cormmunication i India has exclusively promoted “demand gensration” far pollo-vaccines
Ir e than mary ways, while missing out completely Lhe inclusion of primary “risk-factors in o the communication-conient,

Therefare, while such a demand-generation steategy holds well,_in sh ort-term, in chaszing away the polio vings; it certainky cannet
yledd the desired results in polio eradication o a long-lerm basis. Neediess to emphasize, the current Polic Communication
content is moesthy based on “product-promotion’ [OPV]; the content ctearly lacks promoting behivigrs fSEnffﬂTfﬂﬂ_. sofe drinking
wittel, routine immuanizofion & nutrition) that would create a stronger preventian-cirgle In communities, Ensuing yvears will
detesmine bow strategic Indiz is in developing contest for and in managing its public health communication, specifically in
keping the polio virgs off its grounds,

Aot Aithers:
*Gupt, Mr Doepak - Senior UN Expart in Asia (Stralegic Communicstion & Programmes) & Doctoss ! Scholar

YT Agarwal, Ms, Anusha - Youth/Adolescents & Cammumication-For—Development Practitioner B Researcher

29th Asian Parliamentarians Meeting on Population
and Development and Parliamentarians’ Study Visit on
FPopulation and Development

ranila, Fhilippines, on Acgust 28-30, 2013

Parliamentarians from 14 countsies in Asia and the Pacfic, including India, partcipated in the High Level Dialogus on
Pepulation and Development in a Coltural Pluralistic Soclety, held during August 28-30, 2013 in Manila, Fhilippines.

W) The participants were interested in the experience of the efforts of Philippines Congress, which
suctessfully passed the Reproductive Health Bill. Participants commended the Philippine
Legislstars’ Committee an Population and Development (PLCPD) for playing a leading role in
recanciling religiowus tenets and the need for managing reproductive health and family planning.

According to the participants, the guestion of how to further balance population and
develapment in a pluralistic society has become a major lssue and 2 comman cancer among

Mir, Marmokan Sharia the internztionzl community.
Spealing on the eccaslon.

Ir1 the closing session, Hon, Tashika Abe — Parllarmentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs and rem ber of the JPFF, requested
the LINFPA to further strengthen the parlismentarian’s activities in the fisld of the pepulation and development, Such
support would make them understand its nature as well as difficulties.

after the meeling, the delegation visited Baguio city to discuss with T
leaders of the indigenous people and local officials the best practices and
| chalienges experienced in enacting the bill,

At the end of the study vislt, participants adopted the Call ta Acton and
committed to Lontinue and enhance efforts to address population Issues,
conlrbute to the acceleration of achieving the Millennium Development
Goals {MOGs| and promote sustainable and eguitzble development
towrsrd and beyand 2015,

The meeting was organized by the Asian Population and Develapment =
Bssoclation [APDA) and hosted by PLCPDL

fli[-.'l"L-aliE: during the mesdng.
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